
From: Jessica Drews
To: Craig Alderman
Subject: Re: January Guide
Date: Thursday, January 30, 2025 12:49:40 AM
Attachments: QUWFJANUARY25-compressed.pdf

Here you go. Let me know if you have any changes. Thanks!

On Wed, Jan 29, 2025 at 10:08 PM Jessica Drews <jessicaldrews@gmail.com> wrote:
Got them, thanks! 

On Wed, Jan 29, 2025 at 11:36 AM Craig Alderman <calderman@quwf.net> wrote:

Hi Jessica, here is the January articles and my notes. Thanks again.

 

Craig

 

QUWF-- Craig
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By Craig Alderman — Unless you have been under 
the egg shells, you know the cost of chicken and/or 
cackle berries, rooster rockets (also known as eggs), 
are skyrocketing across the nation. Why?
It is not because Chuck Norris is promoting eggs for 
breakfast, though I totally agree, or that the best 
Cowboy cooks like Kent Rollins promote great 
recipes, but there are two main factors,
Number 1, the industry has consolidated into several 


large commercial growers for both layers (egg producers) and fryers 
(whole chickens) for rotisserie, etc. These are the suppliers of the box 
stores and grocery stores. Their barns are huge, holding tens of 
thousands of birds at any location per barn.
Now comes along the largest outbreak of the bird flu we have ever seen 
on the poultry and wild bird populations. It is very easily spread by wild 
birds like ducks and geese or smaller 
birds. Unfortunately, if a flock is 
identified with the bird flu, the entire 
farm must be “depopulated” as fast 
as possible to prevent the spread and 
the birds disposed of. This 
phenomena has hit these large 
operations dead center in many 
states. Millions and millions of 
chickens, and  turkeys have been 
“depopulated.” But the worst part is, 
it is still hitting the flocks as we 
speak. To make matters less 
transparent, the states do not release 
the numbers of birds “depopulated” 
to not scare the public. 
No chickens, no wings (my passion 
food), no cackle berries. Once 
contaminated, these large producers, or small farms for that matter,  
have to thoroughly clean all the barns, have them re-inspected before 
they can repopulate with new chicks. 


Continued on Page 2
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Notes from the Dashboard:
So, what is all the cackling about?  


Where are the chickens?


In this issue:
Idaho turkey hunters looking to 
apply for 2025 spring controlled 
turkey hunts can apply from Feb. 
1 to March 1. Information on the 
spring 2025 controlled turkey 
hunts can be found in the 2024-25 
Upland Game, Furbearer and 
Turkey Seasons and Rules booklet, 
Page 5


NSSF®, The Firearm Industry 
Trade Association, released the 
final figures for NSSF-adjusted 
FBI National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS) 
verifications for December 2024 
and the 2024-year-end totals. 
December’s totals topped 1.6 
million background checks for the 
sale of a firearm at retail. That 
brought the 2024 annual total to 
over 15.2 million background 
checks for the sale of firearms at 
retail, Page 7


Sturm, Ruger & Company, 
Inc. (NYSE: RGR) is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Todd 
W. Seyfert as its next President 
and Chief Executive Officer, 
effective March 1, 2025, Page 16



https://idfg.idaho.gov/sites/default/files/seasons-rules-upland-game-2024-2025.pdf

https://idfg.idaho.gov/sites/default/files/seasons-rules-upland-game-2024-2025.pdf

https://idfg.idaho.gov/sites/default/files/seasons-rules-upland-game-2024-2025.pdf

https://idfg.idaho.gov/sites/default/files/seasons-rules-upland-game-2024-2025.pdf





Volume 15, Issue 12 January 2025


“Making a Difference for Wildlife, and Clean Streams, One Acre, One Stream at a Time”                                                                 2


Continued from Page 1 — But wait again, no chickens, no eggs, no chicks either so it is causing a 
monumental set back for poultry. Same with some smaller farm flocks or private small chicken coops.
Many have begun raising their own chickens and therefore eggs in backyard pens and houses. This is an option 
but make sure you understand the commitment (and expense) to the birds for constant and protective housing, 
pens, water and food. The pens must be predator proof including fencing that goes underground, and a fully 
secure wire cover over the pens to prevent avian predators like hawks who like chicken as much as we do. 
Then get ready for black snakes to get into the coop to get the eggs before you do. Solid construction and ever-
present guarding of the flock is required. Feral cats, bobcats, skunks and raccoons also love the chicken pens 
and can open up page wire if they are hungry. Not to mention a bear of any variation. A double wire layer does 
help. Installing a blink video system around the chicken coop and even inside can really help alert you when an 
approach and attack is going on.
The most aggravating cost, after the financial stream, is your time. You cannot just takeoff for a weekend or 
vacation, someone has to take care of and know the process of tending chickens. I assure you the pens will 
need constant maintenance, and when you think things are under control, enter the bird flu. As you do this, you 
will gain an insight and I hope appreciation, to what it takes, the personal commitment, to be a farmer or 
rancher with chickens, cattle, sheep, pigs or row crops, you name it. You are responsible for the critters 24/7, no 
ifs, ands or buts. Sooo, when the first rooster rockets appear, you raised them! Enjoy!
Catch you across the creek.
Craig Alderman is the executive director of the Quail and Upland Wildlife Federation.


The North Dakota Game and Fish Department’s annual midwinter waterfowl survey in early January indicated 
about 88,000 Canada geese and 3,225 mallards in the state.
John Palarski, department migratory game bird biologist, said the below average count was expected this year 
for wintering waterfowl due to cold temperatures in late November and early January leading up to the survey.
“The majority of 
waterfowl that winter in 
North Dakota can be 
found along the 
Missouri River System. 
Following a record-
setting count in 2024, 
we counted fewer geese 
and mallards than 
normal this year, which 
was directly due to the 
amount of ice cover 
across the state,” he said. “Although we don’t currently have much snow cover, cold temperatures in November 
and early January pushed many birds south and froze a considerable portion of the open water.”
Lake Sakakawea, which in some years harbors thousands of wintering waterfowl, froze over on Jan. 4, just two 
days before the survey. In four of the last 10 years, the lower portion of Sakakawea still had substantial open 
water in early January and needed to be completely surveyed by air.
During the 2025 survey, an estimated 68,788 Canada geese were observed on the Missouri River, another 
13,400 on Nelson Lake in Oliver County, and an additional 5,000-plus geese in other parts of the state.
The 10-year average (2016-25) for the midwinter survey in North Dakota is 124,700 Canada geese and 14,000 
mallards. All states in the Central Flyway participate in the survey during the same time frame to reduce the 
possibility of counting birds more than once.


N. Dakota: Waterfowl survey numbers not a surprise
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Editor’s Note: Carl Higbie is a veteran, a former Navy Seal and host of his daily news show on 
NEWSMAX. He is an avid hunter and archer and an outspoken supporter of both. 
Washington, D.C. — Gun Owners of America (GOA) and Gun Owners Foundation (GOF), on behalf of Carl 
Higbie and two other plaintiffs, have filed a motion for summary judgment aimed at expanding nonresidents' 
access to concealed carry permits across the entire state of New York—shattering the current barriers that 
confine such access to New York City.
Erich Pratt, GOA’s Senior Vice President, issued the following statement:
“Our rights, protected by the Constitution, aren’t up for debate—period. Overreaching law enforcement 
agencies don’t get to decide otherwise. GOA and GOF are relentless in defending our members and the 
freedoms they hold dear. Make no mistake: anti-gun states can either fall in line, or we’ll make sure they do.”
Sam Paredes, on behalf of Gun Owners Foundation, issued the following statement:
“New York prides itself on having some of the toughest gun laws in the country—but we’re here to say: enough 
is enough. We won’t stop until every American can fully and freely exercise their rights. It’s time to stand up to 
this tyranny and ensure New Yorkers and all Americans are free from the grip of these tyrants.”
GOA spokesmen are available for interviews. Gun Owners of America is a nonprofit grassroots lobbying 
organization dedicated to protecting the right to keep and bear arms without compromise. GOA represents over 
two million members and activists. For more information, visit GOA’s Press Center.


GOA, GOF file motion on behalf of Carl Higbie


Maryland’s Primitive Deer Hunt will be open Feb. 1 and from Feb. 3-4 statewide. Hunters with a valid hunting 
license, or those exempt from the hunting license requirement, may use primitive bows or muzzleloaders to 
hunt antlered and antlerless sika and white-tailed deer during these three days.
Primitive hunting devices are defined as long bows, recurve bows, flintlock, or sidelock percussion 
muzzleloaders. Hunters may not use compound bows, crossbows, drawlocks, and telescopic or other electronic 
aiming devices. However, fiber optic sights are permitted on otherwise legal primitive bows or muzzleloaders.
“The last few days of the 2024-2025 Maryland deer hunting season provide hunters a unique and challenging 
opportunity,” Maryland Department of Natural Resources’ Wildlife and Heritage Service Director Karina 
Stonesifer said. “The Primitive Hunt gives hunters a chance to pursue deer using traditional methods of the 
past during some of the coldest weather of the year.”
Hunters should note that the printed 2024-2025 Maryland Guide to Hunting and Trapping contains typos in the 
season and bag limit tables regarding the statewide Primitive Deer Hunt dates. The Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources website provides corrected information.
Any deer harvested during the Primitive Hunt Days count against the hunter’s 2024-25 archery or 
muzzleloader bag limit for antlered and antlerless deer. An exception is in Region A – Allegany County, 
Garrett County, and the western portion of Washington County – where hunters may harvest one antlerless 
deer that will not count against their existing archery or muzzleloader bag limits.
Hunters are encouraged to consult the Maryland Guide to Hunting and Trapping for more information on the 
Primitive Deer Hunt and other deer hunting regulations.
During the Primitive Deer Hunt days, Maryland requires deer hunters and their companions to wear daylight 
fluorescent orange or daylight fluorescent pink in one of the following manners: a cap of solid fluorescent 
daylight orange or pink, a vest or jacket containing back and front panels of at least 250 square inches of 
fluorescent daylight orange or pink, or an outer garment of camouflage daylight fluorescent orange or pink 
worn above the waist and containing at least 50 percent daylight fluorescent color.


Continued on Page 5


Maryland primitive deer hunt scheduled for Feb.



https://www.eregulations.com/maryland/hunting/deer-seasons-bag-limits

http://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/default.aspx

http://dnr.maryland.gov/

http://dnr.maryland.gov/

https://www.eregulations.com/assets/docs/resources/MD/24MDHD_LR.pdf

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.5fkt-2B4r2vsAL60Nj1VYHFKD7bz6rGrZ2SoFPVk0sFs7msHBfVgkgeYdAngNlyPyXHalISRpJPVzRX6DkIL2M6w-3D-3DVOVQ_pIbxPfpDI69aAybPrpOfg-2B5FkPoY0xxiC5QBsjNb1ZhgOouEOmtLVAwfuaks9UNuGyBelBNebuiSGYTOjigM7VdQtmi2dUfKbpWZ4nduikLnCv-2Fb781FYjTp9O4EIo-2Frr6gXiA05WyTmSXXfR9YlMZqks7n-2BT0DoHk3i4y1qiferMgNWlYZ4l4LKv2YO2G4-2BBOtsKXX1kyjgYuuLfdaAjyQ1FLbgwj9ix9GyQofzup-2BsoFCBZsgJgglltRR0c9F1kIbyWjsmILQCT2SRrVxOI-2B5O8Bb2gxkVFoGJmEftaie7ZBAes1q3ORtyEZRIkPDQAKgWz6dwG0Gj22woqd1Ow4DhWI-2FmAehFQSaBHcNLCjGoWMNswbZ-2FViIuuET00AZ2DRPF-2BhZjg236pgfnr4j-2F5w-3D-3D
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Ask Alexa to play 101.3 Real Country or 
AM 560 in the Morning, or go online 


and download the free app.
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Continued from Page 3 — Hunters should carefully 
inspect all tree stands and always wear a full-body 
safety harness while in the stand and while climbing 
in or out. The department strongly recommends 
using a sliding knot, commonly known as a prusik 
knot, attached to a line that is secured above the 
stand that allows the hunter to be safely tethered to 
the tree as soon as they leave the ground.
Hunters are encouraged to help others by donating 
deer taken in Maryland. A state tax credit offers 
hunters an incentive for donated deer. Other local or 
state programs are also available; hunters should 
check with their deer processors.


Application period runs through March 1 and includes youth-only controlled turkey hunts
Turkey hunters looking to apply for 2025 spring controlled turkey hunts can apply from Feb. 1 to March 1. 
Information on the spring 2025 controlled turkey hunts can be found in the 2024-25 Upland Game, Furbearer 
and Turkey Seasons and Rules booklet.
Hunters must have a 2025 hunting 
license in order to apply for controlled 
hunts, and there is a non-refundable 
application fee of $6.25 for residents 
and $18.00 for nonresidents. Here’s 
how to apply:
• Online: Hunters can apply through 


their online profile 
at GoOutdoorsIdaho.com.


• In-person: Applications can be 
submitted at any license vendor 
location or at a Fish and Game 
office.


• Telephone: Applications can be 
placed over the phone by calling 1 
(800) 554-8685.


Controlled hunts are hunts with a limited number of tags allocated by a random drawing, unlike a general 
season hunt, which allows hunters to purchase tags over the counter. Controlled hunts are often desirable 
because of location and timing, and success rates are usually higher than general season hunts.
Controlled hunt tags are valid in the controlled hunt for which a hunter was drawn or in any open general hunt 
during the calendar year for which the tag is valid. See pages 24-25 for the list of controlled hunts. A turkey 
hunter may only harvest one bird per controlled hunt tag.
Junior hunters must be between the ages of 10 and 17 to participate in controlled youth hunts, but a 9-year-old 
may buy a junior license to apply for a controlled hunt, provided the hunter is 10 years old at the time of the 
hunt they are applying for.
Controlled hunt applications for spring 2025 turkey close on March 1. Successful spring turkey applicants will 
be notified no later than March 20. Hunters with a valid email address on file will be notified of their status via 
email. Any leftover tags for spring turkey controlled hunts go on sale April 1.


Idaho: Applications for spring turkey hunts open Feb. 1



https://idfg.idaho.gov/sites/default/files/seasons-rules-upland-game-2024-2025.pdf

https://idfg.idaho.gov/sites/default/files/seasons-rules-upland-game-2024-2025.pdf

https://license.gooutdoorsidaho.com/Licensing/CustomerLookup.aspx

https://license.gooutdoorsidaho.com/Licensing/LocateAgent.aspx

https://license.gooutdoorsidaho.com/Licensing/LocateAgent.aspx

https://idfg.idaho.gov/offices

https://idfg.idaho.gov/offices
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Editor’s Note: Each year we warn all 
enjoying frozen lakes and stream 
crossings to be sure of the ice thickness 
BEFORE going on or across it. The 
first mistake could be your last. 
A 75-year-old man driving a rented U-
Haul truck broke through the ice on Echo 
Lake in Mount Desert early this morning. 
The man was rescued by local EMS and 
taken to MDI Hospital where he was 
treated and released.
The incident happened at approximately 
4:45 a.m. today. It appears the elderly 
man was confused and was not aware of 
where he was. 
The man drove down the Ikes Point Road 
then continued right onto the ice on Echo 
Lake where he drove approximately 450 
yards before partially breaking through 
approximately 5 inches of ice. The man was able to crawl to the top of the truck before he 
called 911 and was rescued. It appears he was not under the influence of alcohol or anything 
else.
Later this morning, the truck broke through the ice completely and is now totally submerged. A 
Marine salvage company is working to remove the truck from the lake. 
This will be updated if any new information becomes available.


QUWF has four landowner coops: The Grouse Coop and the Niangua Coop in 
Missouri, and the Catskill Mountains Wildlife and Oregon Joint Wildlife coops.  


Interested in forming a coop? 
Email Craig Alderman at admin@quwf.net.


75-year-old man rescued after truck breaks through ice







Volume 15, Issue 12 January 2025


  


“Making a Difference for Wildlife, and Clean Streams, One Acre, One Stream at a Time”                                                                 7


ALPS Mountaineering, manufacturer of performance gear for wilderness adventures and exploration, introduces 
the new Trailblazer Insulated, expanding its camping air pad lineup.
ALPS Mountaineering’s new Trailblazer air pad is designed to add an extra measure of warmth to extend 
camping comfort across multiple seasons. The Trailblazer adds additional insulating performance by way of e 
five layers of reflective film to capture body heat and minimize radiant heat loss. The total R-value is a generous 
8.0, meaning campers can stay warmer in colder conditions.
The Trailblazer air pad uses a 20D nylon TPU shell made from 100-percent recycled plastic, keeping with the 
ALPS Mountaineering R3 (Reduce • Reuse • Recycle) sustainability initiative.
The Trailblazer mattress comes with a durable stuff sack for compact storage and transportation, which also 
doubles as a high-volume air sack for quick inflation via the pad’s flat valve. The pad can easily be inflated with 
the ALPS Mountaineering Nano air pump available separately. For field repairs, a convenient repair kit is 
included.
Trailblazer Insulated Specifications:
• Dimensions: 77"L x 25"W x 4"H
• Packed Size: 8"L x 5.5"W x 5.5"H
• Weight: 1 lb. 11 oz.
• R-Value: 8.0
• Color: Tahitian Teal
For more information on the Trailblazer Insulated camping mattress and other outdoor recreation gear from 
ALPS Mountaineering, visit alpsmountaineering.com.


ALPS Mountaineering presents Trailblazer air pad


WASHINGTON, D.C. — NSSF®, The Firearm Industry Trade Association, released the final figures for 
NSSF-adjusted FBI National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) verifications for December 
2024 and the 2024-year-end totals. December’s totals topped 1.6 million background checks for the sale of a 
firearm at retail. That brought the 2024 annual total to over 15.2 million background checks for the sale of 
firearms at retail.
“We are proud that NSSF member companies continue to serve the American public that chooses to exercise 
their Second Amendment rights by the millions each month,” said NSSF President and CEO Joe Bartozzi. 
“These background check figures show strong sales and that today’s firearm manufacturers are delivering high-
quality products. We are proud that our member companies continue to exceed the high standards that


Continued on Page 8


NSSF-adjusted background checks top 15.2 million



https://alpsmountaineering.com/trailblazer.html?utm_source=Outdoor+Wire&utm_medium=PR&utm_id=Trailblazer

http://www.alpsbrands.com/
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Continued from Page 7 — law-abiding Americans demand when it comes to the products that allow them to 
exercise their Second Amendment rights.”
The December 2024 NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 1,642,270 is a decrease of 7.5 percent compared to 
December 2023 NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 1,775,834. For comparison, the unadjusted December 2024 
FBI NICS figure of 2,647,933 reflects a 1.6 
percent decrease from the unadjusted FBI NICS 
figure of 2,690,231 in December 2023. December 
2024 marks the 65th month in a row that has 
exceeded 1 million adjusted background checks 
in a single month.
The fourth quarter 2024 NSSF-adjusted NICS 
figure of 4,459,900 reflects a decrease of 5.9 
percent compared to the 4,742,029 figure for 
fourth quarter 2023.
The annual 2024 NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 
15,239,011 reflects a decrease of 3.5 percent 
compared to the 15,848,055 figure for annual 
2023.
Please note: Twenty-four states currently have at least one qualified alternative permit, which under the Brady 
Act allows the permit-holder, who has undergone a background check to obtain the permit, to purchase a 
firearm from a licensed dealer without a separate additional background check for that transfer. The number 
of NICS checks in these states does not include these legal transfers based on qualifying permits and NSSF 
does not adjust for these transfers.
The adjusted NICS data were derived by subtracting out NICS purpose code permit checks and permit 
rechecks used by states for CCW permit application checks as well as checks on 
active CCW permit databases. NSSF started subtracting permit rechecks in 
February 2016.
Though not a direct correlation to firearms sales, the NSSF-adjusted NICS data 
provide an additional picture of current market conditions. In addition to 
other purposes, NICS is used to check transactions for sales or transfers of 
new or used firearms.
It should be noted that these statistics represent the number of firearm 
background checks initiated through the NICS. They do not represent the 
number of firearms sold or sales dollars. Based on varying state laws, local 
market conditions and purchase scenarios, a one-to-one correlation cannot be 
made between a firearm background check and a firearm sale.


Find QUWF  
Online!
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Sign up now for 2025 CMP Bianchi Cup competition
HALLSVILLE, Mo. – Mark your calendars for the return of the Civilian Marksmanship Program’s (CMP) 
Bianchi Cup International Pistol Tournament! The second longest running pistol championship in the world, 
the 2025 CMP Bianchi Cup is set to fire May 20-23 at the Green Valley Rifle & Pistol Club in Hallsville, Mo.
The CMP Bianchi Cup is comprised of four events, including:
• The Practical Event, where competitors fire at distances from 10 yards to 50 yards under varying time 


limits from the shooting line.
• The Barricade Event, where competitors fire at targets on either side of the barricade at different distances 


and under varying time limits from within shooting boxes and behind barricades.
• The Falling Plate Event, where 


competitors fire at eight-inch round 
steel plates arranged in banks of six at 
distances from 10 to 25 yards under 
varying time limits.


• The Moving Target Event, where 
competitors fire from within shooting 
boxes at distances ranging from 10 to 
25 yards at a target moving from left 
to right, with the target exposed for 
six seconds.


Competitors shoot from both standing 
and prone positions and are also 
required to shoot with both strong and 
weak hands at various stages. There are 
no makeup shots in the Bianchi Cup, 
adding to the difficulty of the event.
Last year, the CMP added a new Rimfire Division to encourage participation 
from juniors not shooting centerfire pistols and adults who want to warm up 
for the Bianchi Cup in a less expensive manner. The Rimfire Division is 
also beneficial to individuals who may not be familiar with the events 
and would like some “match conditions” training.
Divisions for Production and Production Optics were also added (with current 
Production and Production Optics divisions remaining unchanged). Those 
interested in competing under these divisions are encouraged to review rule 
changes, available on the CMP website.
Registration is now open! See more about the 2025 CMP Bianchi Cup, including 
registration and rulebook links, at http://thecmp.org/bianchicup/.
SPONSORS: If you’d like to become a sponsor of the 2025 CMP 
Bianchi Cup, find more info at https://thecmp.org/sponsorship/
#BianchiCup.
About the Bianchi Cup:
The Bianchi Cup was created by Ray Chapman (a WWII Marine veteran, law enforcement officer and IPSC 
champion of the 1970s), and famous holster maker, Major General of the California National Guard, law 
enforcement officer and Hollywood cowboy John Bianchi. While discussing the current state of pistol 
competitions that were being held across the country at the time, Bianchi and Chapman realized there was a 
need for an event that featured a mix of International Practical Shooting Confederation (IPSC), Police Pistol 
Combat and precision pistol shooting styles – an idea that became the Bianchi Cup.



http://thecmp.org/bianchicup/

https://thecmp.org/sponsorship/#BianchiCup

https://thecmp.org/sponsorship/#BianchiCup





Volume 15, Issue 12 January 2025


“Making a Difference for Wildlife, and Clean Streams, One Acre, One Stream at a Time”                                                                 10


ALPS OutdoorZ, premiere manufacturer of extreme-duty hunting packs and outdoor gear, announces the all-
new Turkey Tracker modular pack system. The Turkey Tracker is built for run-and-gun gobbler hunters who 
demand ready access to essential gear in a lightweight, fully supported system that won’t wear you down on 
high-mobility hunts.
The Turkey Tracker builds on the popular ALPS OutdoorZ Long Spur turkey pack while taking a more 
minimalist approach to the suspension and accessory pouch systems. In doing so, ALPS OutdoorZ designers 
came up with a “just-what-you-need” and “right-where-you-need-it” pack that is 
perfect for high-exertion hunts in changing environmental and stalking conditions.
The Turkey Tracker system is built around a comfortable and supportive memory 
foam waist belt with front-pull belt adjustment to ensure a snug fit and sag-free 
performance. For heavy loads, or to ensure maximum support when climbing, 
crawling, or fast-tracking to a setup, the Turkey Tracker comes with a removable 
1.5-inch two-point suspender system. The suspenders are adjustable to custom-fit 
your torso length and to accommodate changing clothing requirements.
Securely stitched to the memory foam waistband is MOLLE webbing that accepts 
a wide range of accessory attachments. Attachments that come with the Turkey 
Tracker include a removable structured pot call pocket (holds two pot calls, three 
strikers, and other accessories), a removable box call pocket (structured, padded, 
and adjustable to fit assorted box call designs), and a removable ThermaCell 
pocket.
The Turkey Tracker’s primary storage comes via the hybrid lumbar/fanny pack system. The compartment can be 
worn in back as a lumbar pack when on-the-move and easily and quietly rotated to the front in fanny pack style 
when setting up on a bird.
The top lid features a magnetic closure system for silent access to the large main compartment. There is a 
zippered mesh pocket in the lid that offers convenient storage for small items like keys, diaphragm calls, and 
spare batteries, and there is a second zippered pocket inside the main compartment for additional items. Outside, 
the pack hosts a side accessory pocket suitable for ammunition or rangefinder storage, a stretch water bottle 
holder, and a front kangaroo pocket for extra gear. There is even a stowaway pocket for hands-free carry of an 
ALPS OutdoorZ Summit Trail Seat (sold separately). Finally, when the pre-dawn chill gives way to a warm 
morning hunt, compression straps located at the bottom of the pack can be used to secure a jacket or additional 
gear.
The new Turkey Tracker from ALPS OutdoorZ is available in two camo patterns: Mossy Oak® Original 
Bottomland® and Mossy Oak® Greenleaf. MSRP is $149.99.


ALPS OutdoorZ introduces Turkey Tracker pack



https://alpsoutdoorz.com/turkey-tracker.html
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By Nick Prough — Many times, we do a project whether that be on our farm or on our 
house at our work, or with our kids, and then we often have to wait a certain time period, 
sometimes a long time period to see any results. That is many times the case with quite a 
few wildlife management practices as it often takes a while to see the results of your 
management efforts; however, with the management practice of wildlife timber openings 
(WTO) that we have talked about before in 
previous articles, the responses by certain 
wildlife species can occur very quickly and in 
fact sometimes almost overnight.  


If you go plant a Native Warm Season Grass (NWSG) field during 
the spring, many times it can take 2-3 years or longer to see the 
results of your management efforts and sometimes can be even 
longer than that depending on specific weather conditions on the 
landscape during that long waiting period. We, in fact, have all 
heard of landowners waiting for 3-4 years to see a new stand of 
NWSG they planted and stared at for many years watching what 
they thought was a failed stand. However, as stated above, doing 
some quick and simple WTO management (much like the quick 
and easy meal craze we see endless ads on — we all like quick 
and easy) and by creating these wildlife timber openings in a 
specific track of land you have some timber on or a woodland lot 
on the back 40 on, you many times can have almost instantaneous 
results.  
More often than not, a wide variety of species will begin using 
these areas very quickly, such as deer, wild turkey, and yes, even 
quail many times finding and utilizing that new usable space, 
which many landowners this fall/winter continue to report and see 
from their intensive game camera surveys that many of them 
conduct. This winter I have had numerous landowners reporting 
very fast results from the wildlife timber openings they have recently created, and many have been truly 
amazed at both the diversity of wildlife species utilizing them and the numbers of each species that not only 
visit them day and night but that stay in those newly created openings for countless hours of the day. 
In fact, just this week I have a WTO that I myself created 2 years ago this fall, and on the first warmer sunny 
day in quite a while, both deer and turkey stayed as seen by over 160 game camera images in and around the 
WTO for over 7 hours solid of the day with many of them never leaving during that entire time period. The 
turkeys were scratching, socializing, eating, sunning, strutting, eating some more, and the deer did the same 
and browsed away all day long. I have been using these wildlife timber openings for quite a few years with 
many landowners and their trend of popularity continues to grow this year as well as more and more 
landowners see the quick results.  
Many landowners who create one the first year often decide to do 2-3 more the following year because they 
work so well for the many species they are managing for.  In fact, just last night I had 2 more landowners call 
me and even send me pictures of their areas they are thinking about creating a wildlife timber opening on and 
wanted my suggestions and input on the size and location they were thinking about working on this spring.  If 
you have done one of these simple WTO management efforts in the past, I bet you are nodding your head right 
now in agreement and thinking about starting another one yourself. 


Continued on Page 12


Notes from the Road:
Positive responses by wildlife species to timber openings
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Continued from Page 11 — However, if you have never created one, I urge you to get out in the field this late 
winter now that hopefully the deep arctic air mass has hopefully retreated and early spring is just around the 
corner and try your first one out.  
The equipment needed is very minimal: a sharp chainsaw, a gallon of gas, a couple human hands, a pair of 
good work gloves and some good old fashion sweat equity. Depending on the size of the wildlife forest 
opening and the tract of land you can many times create one of these all by yourself, but many times having an 
extra pair of hands to help speed up the process or drag downed trees and 
brush can be very beneficial as well.  I won’t go into every finite detail here 
in this column but the process is fairly simple and can be modified many 
ways depending on the specific tract of land you pick to work on to create 
your opening. Simply select a site and size you want to work on taking into 
consideration the density and type of trees located in the area, the terrain of 
the area, etc. Once you have the site and size (I suggest a ½ (about 22,000 
sq. ft) to 1-acre (about 44,000 sq ft) size to start off and that is also a very 
popular size many landowners continue to have success with). However, 
the sizes can very greatly from tract to tract and depending on your 
situation but I always try to at least keep them at least 1/2 acre in size 
minimum to be as beneficial as possible to as many species as possible.   
As always, feel free to contact me with any specific questions pertaining to 
your unique situation on your land or any questions you might have 
regarding which trees to leave and which to cut (generally cut the non-
desirable one’s hedge, ash, locust leave a few if you have some of them that 
are more wildlife friendly desirable ones like oaks and hickories. As you 
will see by doing this quick and simple management technique that can 
have a very immediate effect and additionally be long lasting on your 
property at the same time then go grab your chainsaw, work gloves and 
head into the woods these next few months before the summer heat is 
rapidly upon us and you might even get a good head start on the ticks.  
I continue to have landowners call with great results they in fact are seeing 
on a wide variety of species from deer, turkeys, quail, ruffed grouse, 
rabbits, squirrels songbirds, and many other species that tend to find and 
utilize these newly created wildlife timber openings for many years to come.  
Keep up all the great work out there that each of you, your landowners, your chapters and conservation partners 
are doing on crucial wildlife habitat projects, youth field day events, nest predator removal, as well as all your 
other conservation outreach efforts, you are working on in your local communities each and every day, as you 
are definitely … “Making a Difference for Wildlife One Acre at a Time”! 
Nick Prough is the QUWF chief wildlife biologist and landowner liaison.
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QUWF welcomes 
All veterans. All the time.


The Quail and Upland Wildlife Federation was formed to focus on and help veteran 
landowners, veteran sportsmen, and all veterans who are interested in the great outdoors. 


QUWF staff will help all veterans find and get benefit assistance through the  
Disabled American Veterans (DAV) or other resources. 


You are NOT alone. 
Veterans who served our country honorably deserve and have earned the right now  


to enjoy its freedoms and receive the support and benefits they deserve. 


We are the ONLY VETERAN FORMED and managed national  
wildlife and conservation organization in the U.S. QUWF and our  


chapters support veteran businesses as well. Let us know.


The Wyoming Game and Fish Department has detected the presence of chronic wasting disease in an adult 
female elk from Elk Hunt Area 98. The elk was found dead on the Scab Creek feedground at the end of 
December. Department personnel investigated and removed the carcass after sampling the elk.
Elk Hunt Area 98 is located in the Pinedale region and is bordered by three CWD-
positive elk areas: 28, 92 and 127. This is the third documented case of CWD in the 
hunt area and the first confirmed case of an elk testing positive on a feedground.
The disease is 100% fatal to infected deer, elk and moose. Continued monitoring of 
CWD over time is important to help Game and Fish understand the potential 
impacts of the disease, as well as evaluate future management actions. Department 
personnel will continue to closely monitor feedgrounds for elk showing signs of 
CWD.
Scab Creek feedground will be included in the Department’s first Feedground 
Management Action Plan (FMAP) process this year. This process will explore both 
long-term and short-term opportunities to reduce elk reliance and disease transmission risks on feedgrounds.
Please visit the Game and Fish website for more information on chronic wasting disease testing, transmission 
and regulations on transportation and disposal of carcasses.


CWD found in Wyoming Elk Hunt Area 98



https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flive-wgfd.pantheonsite.io%2Fget-involved%2Fpublic-working-groups%2Felk-feedgrounds/1/010001946b32cb49-5876a344-cba1-4bda-b477-09570d5f3f73-000000/_rqQr9VTiTefbOkZfIVvAyyPoKNnZd9VbYsUdeTtkbI=388

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flive-wgfd.pantheonsite.io%2Fget-involved%2Fpublic-working-groups%2Felk-feedgrounds/1/010001946b32cb49-5876a344-cba1-4bda-b477-09570d5f3f73-000000/_rqQr9VTiTefbOkZfIVvAyyPoKNnZd9VbYsUdeTtkbI=388

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwgfd.wyo.gov%2Fwyoming-wildlife%2Fwildlife-disease-and-health%2Fchronic-wasting-disease/1/010001946b32cb49-5876a344-cba1-4bda-b477-09570d5f3f73-000000/AR0qog4GSBznPqED4e5GDmIX3CmT-po5nEfWWj18_RQ=388
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — NSSF®, the Firearm Industry Trade Association, released the Firearm Production in 
the United States including the Firearm Import and Export Data 2024 Edition (reporting 2022 data) to its 
members. The report compiles the most up-to-date information based on data sourced from the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives’ (ATF’s) Annual Firearms Manufacturing and Export Reports 
(AFMER). Key findings for public release showed:
• The estimated total number of firearms in civilian possession from 1990-2022 is 491.3 million, according to 


data in reports such as ATF Firearms Commerce in the United States, ATF Annual Firearms Manufacturing 
and Exportation Reports and Congressional Research Service and including the collective ATF Annual 
Firearms Manufacturing and Exportation Report (AFMER) reports up to the 2022 edition.


• Total firearm domestic production reported in the 2022 AFMER was 10,011,200 – a decrease of 20.0 percent 
from 2021 reported figures.


• Data indicates that 30,711,000 Modern Sporting Rifles (MSRs) are in circulation since 1990.
• Modern Sporting Rifle production decreased 30.7 percent from 2021 to 2022. This increased the estimated 


amount of MSRs produced (since 1990) by 9.1 percent from 28.1 million to 30.7 million.
• In 2022, 16,045,911 total firearms were made available for the U.S. market, which includes firearms that 


were domestically produced plus those imported, minus exported firearms. Of those, 9,873,136 were 
handguns, 4,195,192 were rifles and 
1,977,583 were shotguns.


• Firearm and ammunition manufacturing 
accounted for over 13,400 employees 
producing over $5.8 billion in goods 
shipped in 2022.


• From 1990 to 2022, 270,799,283 
firearms have been made available to the 
U.S. market


Continued on Page 15


Visit the Quail and 
Upland Wildlife 


Federation online! 
Scan the QR code. SHOP ROCKYBOOTS.COM


NSSF releases most recent firearm figures
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For all your chapter needs, please call Leslie 
Casanova direct at Sportsman Insurance 


Agency at 1-800-925-7767.
In most cases, Leslie can have your insurance 
the same day! Also, any questions concerning 
banquets and/or vendor programs, please call 


the QUWF National Office at (417) 345-5960.


Find the Quail 
and Upland 


Wildlife  
Federation on 


Instagram 
@quwfinc 


Continued from Page 14 — “This 
report reflects what we witnessed in 
2022, as background checks for the 
sale of a firearm at retail were coming 
off the peaks of 2020 and 2021. 
American firearm manufacturers 
adjusted their production schedules and 
continued to deliver the highest quality 
firearms for law-abiding Americans, 
said NSSF President and CEO Joe 
Bartozzi. “This is indicative of the 
resilience of the U.S. firearm 
manufacturing sector and the U.S. 
firearm sales markets and the 
continuing demand signal for 
Americans who choose to exercise 
their Second Amendment rights. The 
data continues to show that the Modern 
Sporting Rifle is the most popular 
centerfire rifle sold in America today 
with over 30.7 million in circulation 
and being used for lawful purposes 
every day. The continued popularity of 
handguns demonstrates a strong 
interest by Americans to protect 
themselves and their homes, and to 
participate in the recreational shooting 
sports.”
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Q U A L I T Y  G E A R


A  L I F E T I M E  O F  R E S E A R C H  B Y  A  F A M I LY  O F  H U N T E R S


YOUR HUNT
DEPENDS ON
GREAT GEAR
PACKS | FURNITURE | HUNTING BLINDS


ALPSOUTDOORZ.COM


Southport, CT – Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. (NYSE: RGR) is pleased to announce the appointment of 
Todd W. Seyfert as its next President and Chief Executive Officer, effective March 1, 2025. Mr. Seyfert brings 
to Ruger a distinguished track record of driving corporate growth, profitability, and operational excellence 
across multiple manufacturing enterprises.
John A. Cosentino, Jr., Chairman of the Board of Directors, noted, “Todd is an accomplished executive with 
extensive experience in the outdoor adventure and shooting sports industries, and well recognized for his 
leadership, strategic vision, and operational expertise. He will be instrumental in further strengthening Ruger’s 
market position and delivering long-term value to shareholders, employees, and customers alike. The Board of 
Directors is confident that Todd’s appointment has positioned Ruger for sustained growth, profitability and 
innovation in the years to come.”
Recently serving as the Chief Executive Officer of FeraDyne Outdoors, LLC, a leading manufacturer of 
premium archery and hunting products, Seyfert had been responsible for driving the company’s growth and 
innovation. Under his leadership, FeraDyne solidified its position as a market leader through product 
development, operational improvements, and strategic acquisitions. His ability to align business strategies with 
customer needs resulted in significant market expansion and increased profitability during his tenure.
Before joining FeraDyne, Seyfert held key leadership roles in several other manufacturing and consumer goods 
companies, where he honed his skills in operational excellence, team development, and financial management. 
His extensive industry background includes well-known companies such as ATK/Vista Outdoors, Magnum 
Research, Bushnell, Michaels of Oregon, and Birchwood Laboratories. He is known for his commitment to 
building high-performing teams and fostering a culture of accountability and innovation.


Continued on Page 17


Todd W. Seyfert to serve as Ruger CEO
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Continued from Page 16 — Throughout his career, Seyfert has demonstrated a 
strong ability to navigate complex challenges and deliver measurable results. His 
leadership style emphasizes collaboration, adaptability, and a relentless focus on 
achieving organizational goals.
“I am honored to join Ruger and am eager to build upon the strong foundation 
established by Chris Killoy, the executive team and the 1,800 Ruger employees,” 
said Seyfert. “I look forward to leading Ruger into its next phase of growth while 
maintaining our commitment to the Company’s core values of integrity, respect, 
innovation, and teamwork.”
Mr. Cosentino expressed the Company’s deepest gratitude to Chris Killoy for his 
exceptional leadership and dedication over the past 20 years, “Chris successfully 
guided the Company through transformative milestones, including the pivotal 
acquisition of Marlin Firearms that expanded our capabilities and market 
presence, as well as expertly steering the organization through the unprecedented 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. During his tenure, we introduced numerous innovative and 
commercially successful new products, including the recently launched RXM pistol.”
Killoy joined Ruger in 2003, was named Vice President of Sales and Marketing in 2006, became President and 
Chief Operating Officer in 2014, and assumed the role of Chief Executive Officer in 2017. Under his 
leadership, Ruger has solidified its position as one of the leading firearms manufacturers in the United States, 
renowned for its innovation, quality, and customer focus.
Prior to his tenure at Ruger, Killoy held key leadership roles at Smith & Wesson Corp. and Savage Range 
Systems, where he honed his expertise in sales, product development, and operational management. His deep 
product and industry knowledge, coupled with a commitment to excellence, has made him a highly respected 
figure in the firearms sector.
Cosentino continued, “Throughout his career, Chris has emphasized the importance of new product 
development, manufacturing excellence, and taking care of Ruger employees. His ability to navigate complex 
challenges while delivering value to stakeholders has been a hallmark of his leadership.”
Killoy will serve as a Special Advisor to Seyfert and the Board of Directors through his planned retirement 
from the Company in May 2025 and will remain on the Ruger Board.
Mr. Killoy commented on his tenure at Ruger, “It has been an honor to lead Ruger and work alongside such an 
extraordinary team. I am confident in Todd’s ability to drive the Company’s continued success and am excited 
to see what the future holds for Ruger. While transitioning is always bittersweet, I am thrilled to continue 
contributing to the Company’s success as a member of the Board of Directors. This will allow me to remain 
closely connected to Ruger and support Todd and the leadership team as they guide the Company into its next 
chapter of growth and innovation.”
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Featured products of the month 


ALPS OutdoorZ 
Torrent Dry Storage 


Product No. 7364905 


Review all products online at www.alpsbrands.com 


ALPS Mountaineering 
Switchback Table 


Product No. 8342000 


ALPS Mountaineering 
Rendezvous Elite 


Product No. 8013856 


ALPS Mountaineering 
Sierra Hooded Full Zip Jacket 


Product No. 3101115 


ALPS OutdoorZ 
Elite Frame 


Product No. 3700111 


ALPS OutdoorZ 
Dialed-In Rifle Vest 


Product No. 8475251



http://www.alpsbrands.com
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is a proud sponsor 
of the Quail and 
Upland Wildlife 
Federation


Dedicated to restoring habitats and 
populations of all upland wildlife species


Enjoy being on the field.
Enjoy being on the range.
Protect yourself.
Protect your family. 
Protect your home with 
American-made Ruger Firearms.


Ruger.com


NSSF praises Wittman for protecting hunters act
NSSF®, The Firearm Industry Trade Association, praises U.S. Rep. Rob Wittman’s (R-Va.) introduction 
of H.R. 556, the Protecting Access for Hunters and Anglers Act, which would prohibit U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
and U.S. Forest Service (USFS) from banning the use of 
traditional lead ammunition and tackle absent approval 
by the applicable state fish and wildlife department and 
proof that lead ammunition and tackle is primarily 
causing wildlife population decline.
Conservation policies must rely on peer-reviewed, sound 
scientific evidence to ensure abundant wildlife 
populations and public land access is perpetuated for 
future generations. The policies lack that evidence. They 
show no causational link of detrimental wildlife 
population impact link to traditional ammunition. Rather, 
these policies put an antigun and anti-hunting agenda 
ahead of science and risk the primary funding source for 
wildlife conservation in America today.
“This legislation is tremendously important to protect the 
primary funding for wildlife conservation in America,” said Lawrence G. Keane, NSSF Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel. 


Continued on Page 20



https://qbu9jncab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vAugR49TxdBGMKw3TjQLu783xWQf-AFLFmEnNqNQtJKBAdP7oVBvpEVvQvlbLyT3RWnnuCkXYqMxrKksL1UZ841Rq53OkIpXYUgKRPqfLhZq-PcpaBvl72H-bli6e21fWc2ScPW_ztFO8nEX9wOURT3FwFWmDvK2VeE6Bb9A1eJiB4oQzk7cmHa7_m4ipJhmsRlpVJMyiHfrUKlIau9gz9anwT3pNZde&c=X6ylRzwFtazLqEepCLBB7hVT1svEqVf1WmNd1Xq_oGIOHDY9nI9STw==&ch=Ywbj7gD0o8LAaZwmVYgrvuXltdHIquDIYeDZdE72F0BYgKFvorcsbg==
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Continued from Page 19 — “Firearm and ammunition manufacturers have paid over $29 billion, when 
adjusted for inflation, since 1937 and that has been the leading funding source of wildlife and habitat 
conservation in America. Efforts by bureaucrats to limit or eliminate the use of traditional lead ammunition and 
fishing tackle puts those conservation funds at serious risk by increasing costs and creating barriers to 
participation in outdoor recreation.”
NSSF denounced the USFWS Final Rule it published in 2023 that offered sportsmen and women a “bait-and-
switch” deal to open hunting and fishing opportunities on eight National Wildlife Refuges (NWRs), but banned 
the use of traditional lead ammunition and fishing tackle. The Final Rule offered no scientific evidence of 
detrimental population impacts to support banning the use of traditional ammunition, despite promises by the 
Biden administration to “follow the science.”
Firearm and ammunition manufacturers pay a 10 and 11 percent excise tax to the Wildlife Restoration Trust 
Fund, commonly referred to as the “Pittman-Robertson excise tax.” The firearm and ammunition industry was 
directly responsible for $886.5 million Pittman-Robertson taxes of the $1.3 billion apportioned to the states 
through the USFWS for state conservation and education programs in 2024 alone. Since its inception in 1937, 
the firearm and ammunition industry has paid over $29 billion into the fund, when adjusted for inflation.
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